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Welcome 
New 

Members! 
 

 
• Gay Lykes 
 
• Kristina Kripaitis 
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Happy New Year SCKC 
members! January 1st 
also heralds in some new 
ways of conducting Club 
business.  Website 
manager Hulda 
Bridgeman has 
redesigned our website, 
streamlining its content . 
Our newsletter, the Eddy 
Line, will be issued  
quarterly, rather than 
monthly. On occasions 
our editor, Bonnie Mandel, 
will be emailing notices 
and updates of important 
Club happenings to 
members. There is a 
diverse and exciting mix of 
speakers for our 
upcoming meetings this 

Presidents Message  by  Stan Mrzygod 

January is Membership Renewal Month by D. Pierce 
 January brings the start of 
a new year, and along 
with it, membership 
renewal time.  

Your membership enables 
the club to support 
conservation and river 
access activities, provide 
speakers, operate our 
website, and offer a 
variety of classes and 
boating events. 

Visit our newly designed 
web site at www.sckc.ws  
where you will now have 
the option of renewing on 
line using PayPal.  Or, you 
can still print out both 

year covering a range of 
topics: The South Seas , a 
woman’s kayak adventure 
on the middle Columbia 
River, a presentation by 
the Spokane Riverkeeper, 
and an introduction to 
stand up paddleboarding 
in April. My near term 
requests to you as a 
member are as follows:  
January - renew your 
membership and bring in 
more new members 
February – attend the 
annual Trip Planning and 
Pizza Party on February 
23rd and sign up to 
coordinate a few trips, 
March and onward – 
volunteer to assist with 

upcoming SCKC events 
such as clinics, Paddle 
Splash & Play, the 
Spokane River Classic, 
and conservation projects, 
October -  nominate 
yourself for a position on 
the Paddle Board, and as 
always,  paddle more! 
 

 

2015 Membership 
Application/ Renewal 
Form and the USCA 2015 
Liability Waiver from our 
web site and return them 
with a check for your $25 
annual dues to our PO 
Box.  

Whether you renew on 
line or with the printed 
forms, please make sure 
that you include the 2015 
liability waiver.  Your 
membership is not 
complete without it.  
Once you have renewed 
your membership, you will 
receive an email 
confirmation.  Then, in 

February we will update 
the data base and send 
you the new password so 
you can access the 
membership roster on our 
web site.   Please renew 
today to ensure that you 
will remain in the 
database and receive club 
newsletters and emails!  
 
 
You can now renew 
your membership 

online! 

 

http://www.sckc.ws/
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 For detailed info regarding 
Spokane River access, visit the 
Spokane River Water Trail web 
site at www.spokanewatertrail.org.   
 
The site was launched in 2013.  
SCKC helped sponsor the site and 
develop the content that makes it 
really valuable to paddlers. 

 

For aficionados of 
improved access to the 
Spokane River, 2014 was 
a great year and 2015 
promises to be even 
better.  
 
2014 saw the opening of 
State Line. This project, 
which was a partnership 
between the Spokane 
River Forum, Riverside 
State Park and the 
Spokane Conservation 
District. Andy Dunau, the 
Spokane River Forum’s 
Executive Director says, 
“State Line was opened in 
May and the parking lot 
was full every weekend 
right through the summer. 
Talk about an instant hit!!” 
 
In the summer, Avista 
completed ten boat-in only 
camp sites on Lake 
Spokane. Amenities 
include semi-primitive 
campsites with boat 
docks, trails, tent spots, 
tables, fire rings, and 
toilets 
 
In more general terms, the 
Forum worked with 
volunteers to water, clean-
up and continue with 
plantings. These efforts 
peaked with Upriver 
Scrub, an end of 
September event which 
drew over 100 volunteers 
to help with river cleanup 
from State Line to Boulder 
Beach. 
   
2015 will see even more 
access development, 
much of which represents 
the fruition of efforts over 
the last couple of years.  

Spokane River Trail Continues to Develop by Andy Dunau 

 

 
Spokane  River Trail Goals 

 
• Increase river usage 
• River stewardship  
• Educational and cultural 

outreach 
• Economic development 

and healthy living 

In November, Avista 
began construction of two 
projects that will open in 
2015. Trailer Park Wave, 
which is just upstream of 
Corbin Park, has 
historically been a major 
attraction for natural white 
water wave play boaters.  
Avista is making this much 
easier to access with their 
purchase of a 2.8 acre site 
that is being tricked out to 
include a staging area for  
kayakers and others, a 
six-stall parking lot, 
restroom and trail to the 
river. 
  
The other Avista  project 
is Nine Mile Dam take out. 
This is a popular flat water 
area below  Plese Flats 
and Nine Mile Dam. 
 
Spokane Parks and 
Recreation also expects to 
build the long awaited 
Convention Center access 
beneath Division Street 
Bridge, with permit 
process now in its final 
stages. As SCKC learned 
with the Spokane River 
Classic, downtown is a 
natural draw for paddlers. 
Expectations are that this 
may be a particularly 
popular place for paddle 
boarders.  
 
And, fingers crossed, 
Islands Trailhead (which 
is where the centennial 
trail bridge is in the Valley) 
may be built in 2015. The 
state’s Recreation and 
Conservation Office is 
coming through with a 
grant to build this 

ambitious project in 2015. 
The Spokane 
Conservation District will 
be the lead agency in 
partnership with Riverside 
State Park and the 
Spokane River Forum.  
 
Dunau adds, “We’re also 
in conversation with the 
City of Spokane and 
Riverside State Park on 
improvements to what we 
call Aubrey White, which 
is the access just below 
Spokane’s wastewater 
treatment plant. Basically, 
we’d like to make it easier 
to get up and down the hill 
to the river. Right now it’s 
steep and rutted out, 
making it neither friendly 
to recreational users or 
the riparian area.” 
 
 
 

 

 

 

State Line Access 

Barker Road Tree Planting 
Volunteers 

http://www.spokanewatertrail.org/
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Jim and Bea Harrison 
have been dividing their 
time between the Texas 
Gulf Coast and 
Washington State for 
almost a decade.   
Enjoying the mild Texas 
winters and the equally 
mild summers on the 
Washington coast, they 
have logged lots of miles 
traveling back and forth.   
But with the attraction of a 
new granddaughter, they 
decided Spokane should 
their new home base.    
They were excited to find 
there was such an active 
paddling community here 
in the Spokane area.  Jim 
is on the SCKC Paddle 
Board.   

Bea and Jim have been 
paddling for a long time.   
Jim was courting Bea with 
moonlight canoe paddles 
before they were married 
and they have been 
married almost 42 years.   
Really their whole life has 
revolved around paddling 
and boats.   Most of their 
lives together they have 
been lucky enough to live 
on the water whether it be 
a river, lake or stream.    
As avid environmentalists, 
paddling allows Jim and 
Bea to experience nature 
up close, whether they are 
bird watching, collecting 
samples on aquatic 
creatures for some project, 
or in Jim’s case, fishing.    

Besides paddling locally 
wherever they have lived, 
Jim and Bea have enjoyed 
extended paddling trips to 
numerous locales from the 

Member Profile: Jim & Bea Harrison by Harrison & Mandel 

 

As avid 
environmentalists, 
paddling allows Jim & 
Bea to experience 
nature up close. 

Everglades and the Sea of 
Cortez to the Green and 
San Juan River.   But Jim 
says the remote badlands 
of west Texas have some 
spring fed rivers that are 
well kept secrets -rivers 
like the Devils, Pecos and 
Rio Grande- where on 
some stretches you can go 
a week without seeing 
another person.    

After 20 year careers at 
Dow Chemical, Bea and 
Jim decided to follow their 
hearts and quit Dow to 
work in the conservation 
arena.   Because of their 
years of volunteering, a 
friend suggested they 
apply with the Nature 
Conservancy for a job on 
the Devils River in West 
Texas.    Having 
previously paddled this 
pristine river, they had 
fallen in love with the area.   
They applied and both 
eventually were hired.    
 
Originally they managed 
5,000 acres and another 
8,000 in conservation 
easements.  But because 
of the rare plants, fish and 
threatened birds on the 
Devils, in next 7 years the 
Nature Conservancy 
eventually purchased 
approximately 150,000 
acres in land and 
conservation easements.  
The areas they were 
responsible for covered 
the entire river drainage 
and weren’t contiguous, so 
they spent a great deal of 
time in a 4x4 vehicle 
bouncing down dirt roads. 

Just getting to the main 
preserve was an 
adventure.  It is 80 miles 
from the nearest town and 
the last 30 miles are on a 
dirt road.  It is necessary 
to get through two locked 
gates and ford a river to 
get there.  
 
There was no typical day 
during their time with the 
Nature Conservancy. They 
could find themselves 
touring senators around 
the preserve, fixing toilets, 
meeting with governmental 
agencies, taking donors 
canoeing or doing wildlife 
surveys.    Bea indicates 
that Dolan Falls is one of 
the prettiest places in 
Texas and they 
entertained many potential 
donors at the preserve; 
typically they would feed 
them and lead them on 
nature interpretive tours. 
  
Dealing with private 
landowners was their 
biggest challenge. At the 
time they were living and 
working there, only one 
public boating access 
point existed on the entire 
50 miles of the Devils 
River.  Nonetheless, it was 
a wonderful clear-water, 
remote and scenic place 
that was very popular.  
The landowners were 
famous for greeting 
canoers and kayakers at 
gunpoint when they pulled 
over to the side of the 
river.  Ctd on  pg 4 

Jim & Bea on the Devils 
River in Texas 

 

The Harrisons at Glacier 
National Park 
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Many boaters were 
arrested for trespassing. 
Of course, this situation 
made many folks afraid to 
paddle on the Devils.   
These landowners were 
very proud of being 
distrusting of strangers 
and any governmental 
agencies, much less a 
conservation organization. 
It took many years to win 
over some of these folks 
to the work the Nature 
Conservancy was doing in 
the area.   

In 2005, Bea and Jim 
decided to retire from 
TNC.   This is the time 
frame they fell in love with 
the Pacific Northwest.   
Although semi-retired, 
they have continued to 
work seasonally on 
various conservation 
projects.  Their favorites 
so far are park rangers on 
Cypress Island in the San 
Juans for DNR, marine 
and bird interpreters at 

Jim & Bea Harrison ctd from pg 3 

 

 In Canoeing Canada’s 
Northwest Territories,  
Mary McCreadie 
described the 
Hanbury/Thelon Rivers as 
“probably one of the most 
varied wilderness canoe 
trips in the world, as well 
as being one of the 
longest and most remote”.  
This sounded like the trip 
for us.  It took us 65 days 
to complete the 900+ 
miles and for 5 of those 

Trip Report  Yellowknife, NWT to Baker Lake, 
Nunavut    by Curtis and Maribel Johnson 
 

The landowners were 
famous for greeting 

canoers and kayakers 
at gunpoint when they 
pulled over to the side 

of the river. 

Haystack Rock Oregon 
and Cape Disappointment 
State Park, and bird 
banding research for the 
Smithsonian Institute on 
the Gulf Coast. 
 
Although Bea and Jim 
have belonged to several 
paddling clubs in the past, 
they really have been 
impressed with the 
amount of opportunities 
for paddling and 
conservation activities at 
SCKC and of course all 
the nice people they have 
met in the last year.  
 
Jim points out that he 
would like his tombstone 
to read  “Most  of my 
money I spent on boats 
and fishing, the rest I 
pissed away.” 
 
 

 

 

 
   

  

weeks we didn’t see 
another person and 
seldom even heard a 
plane.   

We spent the first 3 weeks 
paddling from Yellowknife 
along the north shore of 
Great Slave Lake to Pike’s 
Portage in Charlton Bay at 
the east end of Great 
Slave Lake.  We originally 
saw Great Slave Lake as 
just a means to get to 

Pike’s Portage but it 
turned out to be a very 
enjoyable, relatively bug 
free, scenic lake paddle.  
Fishing was easy so we 
frequently enjoyed Lake 
Trout or Pike for dinner. 

Leaving Great Slave Lake 
we travelled up the 
famous Pike’s Portage (a 
series of lakes connected 
by portage trails), then 
across the 50-mile long  

Ctd  on pg 5 
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Artillery Lake, up the 
Lockart River, over the 
Hanbury Portage at the 
Height of the Land and 
down the Hanbury River to 
the Hanbury/Thelon 
confluence.  We portaged 
31 times on this section.  
The longest portage was 3 
¼ miles and there were 
several 1-2 mile portages 
as well.  This section took 
us 4 ½ weeks and was the 
most remote.  James W. 
Tyrrell’s Exploration 
Survey Maps from 1900, in 
conjunction with 1:50,000 
topographical maps, were 
very useful for this for 
pinpointing the rapids, falls 
and portage trails.  Wildlife 
wasn’t as plentiful as we 
expected but we did see a 
muskox, a grizzly bear, a 
white wolf, several moose 
and a large variety of 
birds.  Fishing continued to 
be very good especially in 
the white water sections. 

Once we entered the 
Thelon River our progress 
increased exponentially 
and we covered the last 
450 miles in 2 weeks.  The 
first 200 miles were free-
flowing but gentle with 
only one rapid (by Thelon 
Bluffs) that we scouted 
before running.  The next 
100+ miles were chiefly 
lake paddling (Beverly, 
Aberdeen and Schultz 
Lakes) and very enjoyable 
in spite of some days lost 
to wind.  Shortly after 
leaving Schultz Lake, we 
portaged 1 mile around 
Aleksektok Rapids and 
then paddled/floated the 
final 60 miles to Baker 

Yellowknife Trip Report ctd from pg 4 
 Lake.  This final stretch of 

the Thelon is fast-flowing, 
only took 8 hours and was 
a very pleasurable way to 
end the trip.  We saw 
numerous moose, 5 
individual caribou, a white 
fox and a wolverine.  
Tundra blueberries were 
plentiful. 
 
Our Hilleberg Keron 3 tent, 
our Cooke Custom Sewing 
Susie Bug Net and screen 
tent plus plenty of warm 
clothing helped make this 
trip comfortable and 
enjoyable.   We had 3 
major wind storms that 
kept us shore bound for 1 
or 2 days at a time.  The 
Hilleberg tent held up 
better in the wind than any 
other tent we’ve had.   
 
As far as temperature, it 
was warm or even hot the 
first 2/3 of the trip but once 
we got farther east and 
August began, we had 
frosty nights and very cool 
days.  Our biggest surprise 
was the relentless black 
flies.  Starting at the east 
end of Great Slave Lake 
we had black flies every 
day except during the wind 
storms.  We cooked, ate, 
brushed our teeth and 
washed our faces, etc. in 
the screen tent.  In spite of 
the bugs, we enjoyed this 
trip so much we are 
planning to repeat it in a 
few years. 
 
Contact Curtis and Maribel 
with any questions at  
orco99115@genext.net 

 
Pikes Portage 

 
Thelon River 

 

Screen Tent 

mailto:orco99115@genext.net
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Is there a favorite river or 
lake that you wish to 
showcase to fellow 
members or a special 
stretch of water on your 
“bucket list”?  Now is the 
time to reserve dates to 
coordinate a paddling trip.  

Both new and veteran 
members are eager for 
paddling opportunities 
ranging from flat water to 
various levels of 
whitewater.  Local, single 
day outings, multi-day 
campouts to distant 
waterways, or anything in 
between can find a place 
on the Club’s 2015 
schedule.  

We want our members to 
have a variety of paddling 
opportunities to participate 

 
Trip Planning & Pizza:  Calling all Members!  
 

Both new and veteran 
members are eager for 
a variety of paddling 
opportunities. Don’t 
miss our Trip Planning 
Meeting on February 
23. We’ll have pizza! 

 

in and that requires 
everyone to pitch in. 

 What better way to renew 
old friendships or to forge 
new ones.  You will also 
be enabling our newer 
members to participate 
and learn about boating.  

The newly renovated 
SCKC web site has a “Trip 
Coordinators Guide” to 
assist you with shuttle 
arrangements, insurance 
waivers, membership 
forms, liability concerns, 
and numerous “how-to’s” 
to make your next 
paddling event a success.  

Pierre Finch, club trip 
coordinator, can be 
reached at 

lpfinch@yahoo.com or 
509 448-0577. He will 
gladly assist you to 
identify helpful co-
coordinators and guide 
you through logistics.  

At our February 23 
general meeting and pizza 
party, you will be able to 
see the first items which 
have made the 2015 
calendar as well as add 
your own.  But don’t wait 
that long- contact Pierre 
today and book your 
dates. 
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Upcoming Events  

 
www.sckc.ws 

www.facebook.com/#!/groups/72
9846333733441/ 

 
General Membership meetings 
 
Jan 26  Dean Jacobsen, coral ecologist, lectures on the detrimental 
effects of coral mining and rising sea levels in the Marshall Islands” 
 
Feb 23  Patti Goodwin presents “Columbia River Adventures” in 
conjunction with pizza and our annual trip planning party 
 
March 23 Jerry White presents “The Spokane River Keeper’s Mission” 
 
April 27   “Intro to Stand Up Paddleboarding” 
 
 
Paddle Board meetings 
 
Jan 5 
 
Feb 2 
 
March 2 
 
April 6 
 
 
 
 
2015 Trip and Class Schedules will be posted on the 
SCKC website in March and updated as needed. Please 
use the website as your “go to” resource for event 
information and schedules. 
 
 
 
 

Eddy Line 
The Eddy Line is published 
quarterly by the Spokane 
Canoe and Kayak Club. 

Editorial submissions, trip 
reports, or other items are 

highly encouraged. 
Email copy to Editor, Bonnie 

Mandel, at 
sckc_newsletter@sckc.ws 

 
We need to hear from you! 
You determine the content of 

the newsletter with your 
submissions. 

Anonymous submissions are 
not permitted.   

Views expressed in the Eddy 
Line are the sole responsibility 

of the author and are not 
necessarily the official views of 

the SCKC. 
 

Meetings 
General Membership meetings 

are held 7 pm the fourth 
Monday of the month, 
 October through April. 

Paddle Board meetings are at 
6:30 pm the 1st Monday of the 
month October through April; 
All Members are welcome. 

 
All meetings are held at Mt. 

Gear Corporate Office 
6021 E. Mansfield, Spokane,  

 
See you on the water during 

the paddling season. 
 

Membership 
Dues are $25.00 per 

household per calendar year.  
To join or renew  send your 

check/money order and your 
completed application and 
signed USCA waiver to: 

Spokane Canoe and Kayak 
Club, P.O. Box 819, Spokane, 

WA  99210 
Online renewal is available. 

 
Inquiries 

Sckc_members@sckc.ws 
 

Affiliation 
The Spokane Canoe and 

Kayak Club is an 
organizational member of 

American Whitewater. 

Photo Credits:  
 
State Line Access and Barker Road Tree Planting Volunteers courtesy of Spokane 
River Forum 
 
Harrisons at Glacier and Devils River courtesy of Jim & Bea Harrison 
 
Great Slave Lake, Pikes Portage, Thelon River  & Screen Tent courtesy  Curtis & 
Maribel Johnson 
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