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Don’t let the 2015 paddling 

season slip away from you! I 

would encourage you to 

check out our club calendar 

for upcoming SCKC 

paddling trips, events, 

clinics, camp-outs and 

volunteer opportunities.  

 

Volunteers are needed 

during “Spokatopia” on 

July 11th at Boulder Beach 

where SCKC will be giving 

“voyager canoe excursions” 

Additionally we need many 

volunteers to help in our 

SCKC sponsored event of 

the year, “Paddle, Splash 

and Play” on August 15th, 

at the Nine Mile recreation 

area. This event offers 

children/youth/parents a 

chance to experience the 

wonders of paddling in a 

safe setting, free of charge. 

Think of your contribution of 

time as an investment in the 

future of paddle sports. Also, 

a $5 discount on our new 

SCKC t-shirts will be 

extended to participating 

volunteers on the two 

previously listed events. 

Reach out by monitoring 

triathletes as they swim in 

the “Valley Girl Tri” (July 

12), Long Bridge Swim, 

Sandpoint, ID (Aug 1). the 

“West Plains Wunder 

Woman Tri” (Aug 16). Help 

clean up our wonderful Little 

Spokane River along with St. 

George’s School students 

(Sept 25).  Consider 

monitoring boaters on the 

Spokane River during 

“Valley Fest” (Sept 27). See 

the calendar for contact 

information. There are so 

many ways to promote the 

Presidents Message  by  Stan Mrzygod 

 

Club, serve the community, 

and to be out on the water.  

 

Many exciting trips to 

diverse places, far and near, 

are still on the schedule 

during July, August and 

September! We are 

organizing voyager canoe 

crews for the “Pend Oreille 

River Poker Paddle”, (Aug 8 

& 9) and other club 

events/camp-outs. Although 

the Spokane River will 

shutting down soon for 

Wednesday Night Paddles, 

Thursday Night Paddles are 

going strong. Please thank 

the coordinators of all these 

activities and club trips when 

you take part in them. 

Without them stepping up to 

coordinate trips and 

activities we would not be 

the “paddlin’ club” that we 

are.   

   

While you and your fellow 

SCKC members are sharing 

memorable moments in the 

camps and on the lakes and 

rivers this summer, spend a 

little time discussing your 

future role as a Paddle 

Board member. We are 

anticipating a significant 

turn-over during the next 

election cycle and some vital 

positions will need to be 

filled. Numerous board 

members have served many 

years-too many in some 

cases.  

 

However, the dedicated 

members of the PB now 

serving have resulted in the 

Club of achieving many of 

the goals set forth at the 

beginning of the year.  

Through them and other 

volunteers SCKC has been 

present at river-related 

community affairs promoting 

our Club and its mission.  

Our Board  steps up to 

coordinate trips and 

meeting minutes, voyager 

canoe training, trip 

coordination, program 

presentations and a dozen 

other vital tasks. Look on our 

website for their names and 

their jobs. Each one is a 

selfless and much 

appreciated club servant in 

my eyes. 

 

 My sincere thanks to all PB 

members involved in 

electronic communications, 

WNP’s, TNP’s, clinics, 

clinic registration, YMCA 

roll sessions, t-shirt sales, 

trip planning, access 

improvements, conservation 

membership meetings.Think 

about where YOU can fit in! 

 

Since we do not have a 

serving Vice President, I am 

in great need of finding 

speakers for our monthly 

meetings. If you or someone 

you know has a paddling 

related trip, skill, etc. that 

they wish to share with the 

Club, please let me know so 

that I can schedule you/them. 

This is a genuine appeal.     

 

Lastly, the Paddle Board and 

I invite you to the Annual 

SCKC Banquet on 

September 25th.                

Details for “something 

special” are being worked 

out. You won’t want to miss 

it!  

Go forth and PADDLE! 
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SCKC Supports 

Swimmers During Troika 

–Triathletes and race organizers 

for Troika were most appreciative 

of the SCKC members who 

volunteered the time and paddling 

talents on May 30th. They 

generously donated $300 to 

SCKC to show their gratefulness. 

Their thanks to Hulda and Ken 

Bridgeman, Lynaia Liptak, Chris 

Dibble, Clint Thatcher, Darrell 

Libby, Chris Haralam, Lynn 

Mrzygod and the woman in kayak 

who’s name escapes me, sorry. 

Wunder Woman Tri, Valley Girl 

Tri and Valley Fest are upcoming 

volunteer opportunities of this 

sort. See the calendar for details. 

 

California 100 Race - Club 

members Lisa and Brook 

Swanson finished high in the 

overall standings in this event 

held during the Memorial Day 

weekend on the Sacramento 

River. “My body never felt so 

good” stated Brook after 11 hours 

and 47 minutes of paddling in the 

men’s single kayak adventure 

class. (There aren’t too many of 

us who can make a statement like 

that!) Brook proved it, placing 

well in front of 12 other men in 

his category and garnering first 

place. Lisa Swanson and her sister 

Heather Bell also placed first in 

the women’s outrigger canoe 

category rocketing through the 

course in 12 hours, 21 minutes. 

Congratulations Lisa and Brook!   

 

On Saturday, May 9, we 

finally floated down the 

Moyie River in northern 

Idaho. It was the usual 

challenging river trip 

scheduling, attempting to 

meet the triple convergence 

of weather, river level and 

paddler busy lives. After two 

cancellations within two 

weeks, the triad conditions 

beckoned us to the put in 

near the Canadian border 

near Eastport, ID. 

 

The paddlers were Rick 

Barlow, Aneeta Levken, 

Lynaia Liptak, new member 

Jan Hoppe, President Stan 

and his “rock solid” canoe 

partner Tom Beurke.  Craig 

Nielson and Therese 

Wittman joined us for 

companionship and 

mushroom picking. Of 

course, not to be left behind 

was our beloved four legged 

club member Angel, who 

romped and barked along the 

shore. 

 

We spent the night at Copper 

Creek Campground which 

we had to ourselves, aside 

from the camp hosts who 

were readying the premises 

for the upcoming season. 

Therefore, the fee was gratis, 

certainly to be enjoyed by 

frugal SCKC members.  

 

The paddling group launched 

on this idyllic day, glad to be 

away from city concerns. 

The float went totally 

smoothly with only current 

and some riffles at this 

almost perfect 1,200 CFS. 

The biggest challenge was 

trying to rendezvous with 

Lynaia at lunchtime because 

Trip Report Moyie River  by Chris Haralam 

 
we couldn’t recognize the 

day use area.  

 

Later in the afternoon, the 

group successfully paddled 

to the Twin Bridges take out 

with Jan earning her first 

boat battle scar on a big 

rock.  

 

The next day, most of the 

group was able to visit the 

nearby impressive Copper 

Creek Waterfall, the highest 

in Idaho. 

 

I should mention the 

assistance of Dr. Mike 

Fallon, a new club member, 

who has a cabin on the 

Moyie. Mike was very 

helpful and gracious prior to 

the trip, informing me about 

river conditions. Actually, I 

had scheduled this trip for 

mid-June, but Mike alerted 

me about the early 

descending river level. Of 

course, there is no 

connection to climate 

change, which is supposedly 

a hoax. Mike and his wife 

Laurel would like to find 

paddlers to go on adventures. 

Thus, please invite them on 

future trips. 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

On the Moyie River 

Moyie River paddlers take a 
break 

 

Copper Creek Waterfall 
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Bea and I recently spent an 

enjoyable spring afternoon 

sitting on Libby Beck’s back 

porch listening to her talk 

about her passions in life and 

her connection and love for 

her longtime home near 

Marshall.  Her dog, Gemma, 

also joined us but didn’t 

interject too much 

information.  

 

As we sat there and visited, 

we were serenaded by 

numerous bird songs as the 

wind whispered through the 

trees.  It wasn’t long before I 

was beginning to love her 

homestead too. 

 

Libby and her husband, Gary, 

moved to the property 40 

years ago.  Originally from 

southern Oregon, Libby and 

her husband lived in several 

areas in the west including a 

time in Alaska.   

 

Her husband, now deceased, 

was a helicopter and airplane 

pilot. Eventually they formed 

their own company, with the 

airstrip on their property.  

Libby says the only 

prerequisites for a house were 

that it have a place to keep 

her horse and to land the 

airplane. 

 

Libby and Gary often worked 

together, flying the wild areas 

of the Northwest doing 

various projects including 

wildlife surveys in Idaho, 

Oregon and Washington.  

Libby’s duties included doing 

the accounting and driving 

the fuel truck, among 

whatever else needed to be 

done. 

 

Member Profile: Libby Beck by  Jim  Harrison 

Libby has many 

interests in addition to 

paddling.  She 

participates in 

equestrian eventing and  

has a keen interest in 

the archaelogy of the 

Southwest.  

Libby has had a lifelong love 

of horses.  She currently has 

two horses and actively 

participates in Eventing 

competitions.  This Olympic 

sport consists of three phases:  

dressage, stadium jumping 

and cross country jumping. 

This year Libby is 

broadening her competitions 

to include a couple of out-of-

town venues. 

 

Another passion that takes up 

Libby’s time is her interest in 

the archaeology of the 

Southwest.  Libby has a 

bachelor’s degree in 

archaeology from Eastern 

Washington University.   

Enthralled with the richness 

of the pueblo cultures, each 

year for the last ten years 

Libby has taken tours to 

various archaeological sites.  

She said after her first 

sighting of White House in 

the Canyon de Chelley, she 

was hooked. 

 

With Gary’s love of flying 

and Libby’s love of horses, 

paddling became the hobby 

that they both enjoyed.  First 

they bought an Ally Pak 

folding canoe.  Among her 

most memorable trips was on 

the Nushagak River in 

Alaska.  She said the trip was 

incredibly beautiful, but 

included several days of 

paddling against hard 

headwinds.   

 

Later, after Gary’s death, 

Libby was introduced to 

kayaking.  She loved it 

immediately and went down 

and bought an 11’ Old Town 

kayak, and she still loves that 

boat.  But, a few years ago 

she wanted something a little 

faster to keep up with her 

peers in SCKC and purchased 

a new 14’ Eddyline Equinox.   

 

When asked about her 

paddling bucket list, Libby 

said she hasn’t yet gotten to 

paddle the Clark Fork delta, 

but plans to rectify that this 

year.  

 

 Her only unpleasant trip was 

Pleese Flats a few years ago 

at low but very swift water.  

She was foolishly alone and 

didn’t realize the risks 

involved; now she knows 

better, but at the time it took 

all her strength to paddle 

back in to the put-in.   

 

Libby has had a wonderful 

adventurous life so far.  

Hopefully, we will all be 

sharing many more new 

paddling adventures with her 

in the future. 

  
 

 

 

Libby Beck  on a scenic paddle 
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On July 31-August 2 there is 

a SCKC paddle around the 

San Juan Islands.  It’s an 

opportunity to experience 

beautiful scenery, and be up 

close to all kinds of wildlife 

and oceanlife. On many of 

my paddles we have been 

followed by curious seals and 

sea lions, checked out by 

Bald Eagles, and been 

amazed at the colors of 

starfish and other oceanlife at 

low tides.  

 

All of this can be done while 

within the protection of the 

islands themselves.  The 

campsites on this upcoming 

paddle are at  WA State 

Parks.  Blind Island has only 

an outhouse, but Jones Island 

has potable water and 

outhouses, along with very 

curious raccoons and deer.    

 

Having said that, there are a 

few things that you should 

consider before paddling in 

the San Juans.  The first of 

which is the current.  I have 

Upcoming San Juan Island Trip    by   Tom Henderson 

 

Saturday, May 23, turned out 

to be a beautifully sunny and 

hot day. 12 SCKC members 

and three guests paddling in 

13 water craft met at the 

Indian Painted Rocks access.  

Shuttle complete, with 

sunscreen well applied and 

Stan’s safety briefing behind 

us, we set out for a two hour 

leisurely paddle down the 

Little Spokane River.  

 

Trip Report  Bird Watching On the Little Spokane 
River   by    Lynn  Mrzygod 

 

Contact Tom 
Henderson to join  

the July 31-August 
2 trip to the San 

Juan Islands!  

509-951-1587 

 

 

planned this trip to be with 

the currents when paddling 

between islands.  I’ve been 

using the Canadian Current 

Atlas for years, but I try to be 

prepared for unexpectedly 

bad weather that can slow a 

paddle down.  

 

 The second is boat traffic.  

While most channels have 

little to none, the high traffic 

channels (ferries, etc.) have 

many large boats and ships, 

making a crossing an 

adventure.  Crossing near 

Friday Harbor looks more 

like a kayak race than just a 

paddle.  

 

The third consideration is 

new to the San Juans this 

year, ferry reservations.  For 

years, getting a ferry ride was 

simply a matter of getting in 

line and waiting for your turn.  

This year reservations are 

necessary.  The procedure to 

secure a reservation is not 

difficult.  Go to 

www.wsdot.wa.gov/ferries 

and follow the easy 

instructions, or call toll 

free 1-888-808-7977 but 

timing is important.  30% 

of the spots are released 

two months in advance, 

another 30% two weeks in 

advance, and the balance 

two days before sailing.  

While you only pay once, 

at Anacortes, you still need 

reservations when sailing 

from Friday Harbor back to 

Anacortes.   

 

Every trip I’ve made to the 

San Juans has been 

spectacular, and I’m 

looking forward to this 

paddle.  I’ve included my 

contact info and would be 

glad to answer any 

questions anyone may 

have.  

elhendo@hotmail.com   

509-951-1587 

 

  

Jim and Bea Harrison, who 

are also members of the 

Audubon Society, led the 

procession identifying birds 

whose habitats are along the 

river.  Some of the birds 

identified were Red Winged 

Blackbird, Yellow Warbler,  

Killdeer, Bullocks Oriole, 

Spotted Sandpiper, Wood 

Duck, Mallard, American 

Robin, Song Sparrow, 

Osprey, Brown Headed 

Cowbird, Catbird, Tree 

Swallow,Violet Green 

Swallow, Turkey Vulture, 

Chipping Sparrow, Common 

Yellowthroat,Flicker, Downy 

Woodpecker, Great Blue 

Heron, Starlings, and a Bald 

Eagle.  Butterflies were also 

identified by Bea Harrison.  

 

To wrap up the fun some of 

us took a dip in the river, 

others played in the riffles 

and the rest had a potluck of 

snacks before heading home. 

Lots of 
birdwatchers! 

mailto:elhendo@hotmail.com
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Taking in the scenery along 
the Yakima River 

The second weekend in 
May, six SCKC club 
members journeyed to the 
Yakima area for a fun-filled 
multi-activity weekend.  
Participants were Therese 
& Craig Nielson, Rick 
Barlow, Aneeta Levkin, 
Bonnie Mandel and Jeff 
Bushman.  
 
Surely you are thinking 
that you don’t know of any 
triathlons that involve 
middle-aged canoers.  
This triathlon consisted of 
leisurely paddling, a group 
bike ride, and wine tasting.  
You too can experience 
the fun at what I hope we 
can make an annual 
event. No athletic training 
is required.  
 
There are several BLM 
campgrounds along the 
river in the scenic Yakima 
River Canyon. We 
reserved sites at the Big 
Pines Campground, aptly 
named for the big pine 
trees which offer shade 
along the river. 
 
Our first evening was 
spent under a beautiful 
starry sky accompanied by 
gale-force winds. Well, 
maybe not quite gale-
force, but many times 
throughout the night we 
wondered if our tent was 
going to hold up.   
 
Saturday morning, we ran 
a shuttle using Canyon 
Road (State Highway 
821), which runs along the 
river.  We put in at an 
access point off Ringer 
Loop Road and paddled 

Trip Report   Yakima “Triathlon” Weekend  by   Bonnie Mandel 

 approximately 9 miles to 
our takeout at the BLM 
Umtanum Recreation 
area. Despite the lack of 
snow melt, there was 
plenty of water to 
comfortably navigate the 
river.  Traveling down the 
river and gazing at the 
beautiful canyon walls was 
a treat.  There were quite 
a few fishermen in dories 
out in the river.   
 
At a stop on a small island 
for a snack, we discovered 
that Rick has bionic eyes; 
he was able to easily spot 
a group of big horn sheep 
high up in the cliffs. 
 
The take-out at Umtanum 
is easily recognizable 
since there is a 
suspension bridge 
crossing the river there. 
After paddling, we headed 
off in search of wineries.   
 
Many thanks to Therese 
who did a great deal of 
advance research for our 
winery wanderings.  En 
route to the wineries, we 
ate delicious tamales at 
Los Hernandez in Union 
Gap; their special in May 
is a cheese and asparagus 
tamale.  The asparagus is 
grown locally, one of the 
many fruits and vegetables 
grown in the area.  
 
The entire Yakima Valley 
is filled with so many 
wineries it is hard to 
choose which to visit.  We 
went to several wineries 
around Zillah and 

purchased a great deal of 
wine to take home.  
We stopped at the Bale 
Breaker Brewery for a few 
pints and BBQ from a food 
truck parked next the nice 
patio/grassy area and 
enjoyed ourselves there. 
Needless to say, with all 
the great food and drink 
we had that day, we found 
no need to cook our dinner 
at camp as we had 
originally planned.  
 
Sunday morning, several 
of us biked the Yakima 
Canyon Road. Every year, 
the local CrimeStoppers 
sponsor a special  
fundraising event called 
“Your Canyon for a Day.”  
The road is closed to cars, 
and water and aid stations 
are set up along the route. 
The ride is family friendly. 
We saw multiple three-
generation families 
enjoying the day. Riders 
can start at their choice of 
two ends of the canyon. 
The ride is 17.5 miles from 
one end to the other, but 
you can do as little or as 
much as you’d like 
between 8 AM and 3 PM. 
The ride is mostly flat with 
a few small hills and one 
moderate hill.  
 
After the ride, we visited 
the Glacier Basin Distillery,  
(by appointment only) , 
sampled their brandies 
and vodka, and purchased 
a few bottles. We also 
stopped back at the 
tamale shop to load up on 
frozen tamales to bring 
back to Spokane. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 

 

 

Bighorn Sheep 

Bridge at Umtanum  

Relaxing at a winery 
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Our friends at the Spokane 

River Forum are at it again. 

The Forum received a 

$20,000 grant from the 

Inland Northwest 

Community Foundation to 

restore Spokane River access 

next to the City of Spokane’s 

treatment plant, aka-- 

Spokane Riverside Park 

Water Reclamation Facility. 

 

With City of Spokane 

Wastewater Department 

partnering and providing 

matching resources, 

restoration could happen as 

early as fall 2015.  

 

The Forum calls this the 

Aubrey White Access, and 

it’s the last take out before 

heading through the Bowl 

and Pitcher and Devil’s Toe 

Nail, making it a critical take 

out for paddlers and drift 

boaters alike. As usage has 

increased over the past few 

years, it’s become a steep, 

rutted out lane that creates 

both safety issues and 

environmental degradation. 

 

Brian Durheim, SCKC’s 

access chair, says “This is 

 
River Access Next to Treatment 
Plant to be Restored   by   Andy Dunau 

April 30th  7 PM 
 

 

another example of the 

momentum around the Spokane 

River, not only in terms of 

access, but quality of the 

Spokane and it’s riparian areas.  

Thanks to all those past 

members for their diligent and 

relentless work that brought us 

to this point. Thanks to all the 

current and recent members 

who volunteer to make these 

unique opportunities a reality, 

not only for our river 

community, but the greater 

Northwest community as well. ” 

 

The restoration will restore the 

lane and make improvements to 

avoid erosion and redirect 

stormwater appropriately. 

Volunteers will install native 

plants and help keep the area 

clean via a partnership the 

Forum will soon announce with 

Spokane Riverkeeper. A kiosk 

and interpretive signage will 

also be installed. 

 

Andy Dunau, the Forum’s 

Executive Director, states 

“We’ve already had our kick-off 

meeting with the city and all 

lights are green. The city is 

taking the conceptual drawing 

and turning it into a technical 

document that can go 

through the permitting 

process. The lane down to 

the river will still be a bit 

steep, but it won’t be an 

ankle breaker or safety 

hazard for those backing 

trailers down. Parking will 

still be mostly up on the 

shoulder of the road. 

Nothing is perfect, but this is 

going to be way, way 

better.” 

 

The Spokane Conservation 

District helped with the 

preliminary design, and will 

help with the native planting. 

And Spokane Riverkeeper is 

entering into a partnership 

with the Forum for 

volunteers to help make this 

and other river areas litter 

free zones. Be prepared for 

them to sign SCKC members 

up to help.  

 

By the time the next Eddy 

Line comes out, we should 

be showcasing the new 

access in front of the 

Division Street Bridge. 

Working with the Forum, 

we’re making great paddling 

right outside our front door 

easier than ever.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 

 

Sharon Lindsay,  William and Lesly Selby,  Matthew Davidson,  Suzan Rheault,  Judy Hughs, Bob Hinote, Michael 

and Dycelia Weiss,  Mike Morgenstern, Michael Kinny, Donald Chadbourne,  Al Cole,  Justin and Jennifer Jones 

with Addie and Kelsey Jones , Charles Rohr,   Alice Ettesvold,  John Materne  Brock Salzman,  John Nyborg 

with  Wyatt and Ebony,  Marc Cussatt,  Mike Scharff and Leah Moeller with Skyler,  Kristi  Wilson, Logan Carter, 

Thomas Maslo, Douglas Johnson, Ernie Wright, Norm Prichett, Nancy Jo and John Esbury 

 

Welcome New Members  ! 
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Upcoming Events  

 

www.sckc.ws 

www.facebook.com/#!/groups/72

9846333733441/ 

 
General Membership meetings 
 
See you in the Fall! 
 
 
Paddle Board meetings 
 
See you in the Fall! 
 
 
Special Events 
 
Spokatopia  July 11 
Pend Oreille Poker Paddle  August 8-9 (Voyageur team is forming) 
Paddle Splash & Play  August 15 
 
 
 
2015 Trip and Class Schedules are posted on the SCKC website and 
updated as needed. Please use the website as your “go to” resource 
for event information and schedules.  New events are added as they 
arise.  All events are dependent on weather and water conditions 
and could be subject to change. 
 
Paddling:  
 
July 1, 8, 15, 22, 29: 2 pm and 5:30 pm  whitewater paddle 
July 2, 9, 16, 23, 30:  5:45 pm flatwater paddle 
July 3-5: Granby River/Christina Lake/Boundary region exploration 
July 15, 18, 19 : Sea Kayaking Clinic 
July 25: Tacoma Creek Wildlife Interpretive paddle 
July 31-Aug 2: San Juan Islands sea kayak 
August 5, 12, 19, 26: 2 pm and 5:30 pm  whitewater paddle 
August 6, 13, 20, 27:  5:45 pm  flatwater paddle 
August 15: Paddle Splash & Play 
August 22-23:  China Bend paddle 
 

 

 

  

 
 
 
 

Eddy Line 
The Eddy Line is published 
quarterly by the Spokane 
Canoe and Kayak Club. 

Editorial submissions, trip 
reports, or other items are 

highly encouraged. 
Email copy to Editor, Bonnie 

Mandel, at 
sckc_newsletter@sckc.ws 

 
We need to hear from you! 
You determine the content of 

the newsletter with your 
submissions. 

Anonymous submissions are 
not permitted.   

Views expressed in the Eddy 
Line are the sole responsibility 

of the author and are not 
necessarily the official views of 

the SCKC. 
 

Meetings 
General Membership meetings 

are held 7 pm the fourth 
Monday of the month, 
 October through April. 

Paddle Board meetings are at 
6:45 pm the 1st Monday of the 
month October through April; 
All Members are welcome. 

 
All meetings are held at Mt. 

Gear Corporate Office 
6021 E. Mansfield, Spokane,  

 
See you on the water during 

the paddling season. 
 

Membership 
Dues are $25.00 per 

household per calendar year.  
To join or renew  send your 

check/money order and your 
completed application and 
signed USCA waiver to: 

Spokane Canoe and Kayak 
Club, P.O. Box 819, Spokane, 

WA  99210 
Online renewal is available. 

 
Inquiries 

Sckc_members@sckc.ws 
 

Affiliation 
The Spokane Canoe and 

Kayak Club is an 
organizational member of 

American Whitewater. 

Photo Credits:  
 
Yakima River courtesy Craig Nielsen 

 
Libby Beck courtesy of Val Fink 
 
Moyie River courtesy of Craig Nielsen, Stan Mrzygod, & Tom Beurke 
 
Little Spokane River courtesy of Stan Mrzygod 

 


